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September 14, 2020 

Town of Taghkanic 

Town Board Meeting 
Note all documents in these minutes may be clicked on and enlarged for easier reading  

 

Town Board Members audited and signed vouchers on September 12, 2020 separately, due to 

the COVID-19 social distancing. 

 

7:00 pm: The Taghkanic Town Board held its regular monthly meeting on the above date at 

the Taghkanic Fire House.   Supervisor Ryan Skoda opened the meeting with the Pledge of 

Allegiance and moment of silence.    

 

Present:    Ryan Skoda    Supervisor  

 Elizabeth Craig  Board Member  

 Kara Gilmore   Board Member  

 Linda Swartz   Board Member  

 Joyce Thompson  Board Member  

 Cheryl Rogers   Clerk 

 

Guest Speaker: Presentation via Zoom by Christine Vanderlan of the Columbia Land 

Conservancy, Taghkanic Creek Watershed Connectivity Plan. 

 It was agreed by Town Board that the CAC would spearhead this project. Christine 

Vanderlan and CAC Chair, Tony LaSalvia, would keep in contact. 

 

Supervisor Ryan Skoda then asked for a motion to approve the following minutes:   
August 10, 2020: Town Board meeting minutes were accepted as written with suggested 

changes, motioned by Board Member Linda Swartz, seconded by Board Member Elizabeth 

Craig. 

Approved     5 Aye (Ryan, Elizabeth, Joyce, Kara, Linda) 

 0 Nays  

 0 Absent 

 

The Correspondence:  

a) NYS Board on Electric Generation Siting and the Environment Case 20-F-0048 

b) Col. Co. Board Of Elections 

c) Kenneth Dow, Copake Attorney, Public Hearing Notice 

d) Michael McCarthy, unable to continue auditing the Fire Company LOSAP 

 Clerk Rogers: we are going to have to look for a new auditor for the Taghkanic LOSAP 

annual audit. 

 Board Member Joyce Thompson motioned to notice for a Request for Proposal for a 

certified Public Accountant to perform the annual audits for the Taghkanic LOSAP, 

seconded by Board Member Kara Gilmore. 

Approved     5 Aye (Ryan, Elizabeth, Joyce, Kara, Linda) 

 0 Nays  

  0 Absent 

 

APPROVED 
 

10/12/2020 
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e) CDPHP, thank you 

f) NYS Department of Transportation, Highway Inventory  

g) Diane Rodriguez, speed limit review Taghkanic/Churchtown Road 

h) Barbara Pantuso, speed limit review Taghkanic/Churchtown Road 

i) Marilyn Kohn and Neil Meyerkopf, speed limit review Taghkanic/Churchtown Road 

j) Scott Marinoff, speed limit review Taghkanic/Churchtown Road 

k) Suzanne Aisenberg, speed limit review Taghkanic/Churchtown Road 

l) Bonnie Long, speed limit review Taghkanic/Churchtown Road 

m) Harriet Shur, speed limit review Taghkanic/Churchtown Road 

n) Diane Logo, Post Hill Road 

o) NYMIR, Annual Report 

p) Patricia Powers and Peter Lawrence, speed limit review Taghkanic/Churchtown Road 

q) Taghkanic Volunteer Fire Company, 2021 Budget Request. 

 Jeffrey Browne: The Taghkanic Volunteer Fire Company is requesting a 3% budget 

increase for a one year contract because of COVID and not be able to conduct our annual  

coin drops which we collect at least $8,000.00 each time.   

r) Penflex, Churchtown Fire Company Annual Report 

s) Laura and David Williams, speed limit review Taghkanic/Churchtown Road  

t) Stawnychy Taghkanic Monthly report 

u) Sherrill Kurland, speed limit review Taghkanic/Churchtown Road  

v) Hugh and Barbara Weaver, speed limit review Taghkanic/Churchtown Road  

w) Alison Fox and Zach Feuer, speed limit review Taghkanic/Churchtown Road 

x) Rebecca Stowe, speed limit review Taghkanic/Churchtown Road 

y) Jennifer Edgar, speed limit review Taghkanic/Churchtown Road 

z) Marilyn Marinaccio, speed limit review Taghkanic/Churchtown Road 

aa) Tammy Spampinato, speed limit review Taghkanic/Churchtown Road 

 

Reports from the Boards:  
Animal Control: Kyle Miller, report submitted.  

 I have no new entries for this month's report.  

ZBA: James Romaine, Chair, no report. 

Planning Board: Katherine Bainer, Chair report submitted. 

Assessor: Craig Surprise report submitted. 

      ZEO/CEO/Building Inspector: Dennis Callahan report submitted. 

Historian: Nancy Griffith, no report submitted.   

 Traffic Safety Board: Board Member Linda Swartz, report submitted. 
No Traffic Safety Meeting in August. Next meeting will be September 24.  

 

By the way: I just had a request from Bonnie Long for a reduced speed limit on Taghkanic-

Churchtown Road. I suggested she send it to you to be distributed to the Board as correspondence for 

our next meeting.  

 

If the Town supports the request and you do a Resolution and TE9-a, send the original to Dean Knox 

as usual, and please just give me the copy for the Traffic Safety Board. Since the retirement of Dave 

Chapman, we have been without a rudder and we have no clear leadership. I am taking on more and 

more responsibility as the Secretary and handling much of the paperwork.  

 

I will take the submission to the Board and present the Town's findings and position.  

     Environmental Management Council: no report submitted.   
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Zoning Commission: Joyce Thompson, report submitted as follows. 
The Zoning Commission met on 3 and 17 August 2020.  

 

The Co-chairs continue to conduct a copy edit of the approved draft. As stated last month, upon 

completion of this process the draft code will go back to the ZC Consultant, Ted Fink, for additional 

confirmation of all edits.  

 

The Commission addressed final review of the draft of the Official Zoning District Map and a variety 

of issues identified during the copy-editing process. The issues include confirmation of specific 

wording and clarification of potentially conflicting regulations.  

 

The next Zoning Commission meetings are scheduled for 5 and 19 October. The second September 

meeting has been cancelled to give the Consultant time to complete his review and finalization of the 

Draft Code as edited. That Final Draft will be reviewed for accuracy by the Commission and sent to 

the Town Board for its consideration. 

 

All meetings are being held in-person at the Taghkanic Fire House from 4:00 to 6:00 P.M. As always, 

these meetings are open to all and public attendance is welcomed. Masks and social distancing 

practices are required. 

 STR Sub-Committee: Board Member Elizabeth Craig, Chair, report 

submitted as follows. 

Report on STR Subcommittee meeting 09.10.2020 
 The STR Subcommittee has met twice since the last meeting of the Town 

Board; on August 13
TH

 and September 10
th

. There have also been two very 

productive work sessions, on August 20
th

 and 28
th

, held at the Firehouse, that did 

not meet a quorum, but a lot of good work was done. 

 Drafts of seven proposed regulations have been shared with the entire 

subcommittee, and about half of the most recent drafts of these were reviewed in 

our latest Meeting. Another round of edits and revisions are already in the 

process of being discussed by email, and these will very likely be voted upon at 

our next meeting. 

 Our goal is to submit them to the Zoning Commission around Oct. 1st, as a 

“work in progress”, in order to get some input from members of the ZC after 

their meeting on Oct. 5
th

, so we can test the waters before we get much deeper 

into the process. 

 Our expectation at this point is that we’ll be able to write proposed regulations 

in time to get them to the Zoning Commission for inclusion in the new Zoning 

Code. We’d like some input from the Board as to whether the matter of 

regulating STRs should have a public hearing of its own, or be included in the 

public hearing for the ZC. We think perhaps the subject will be of enough 

interest to warrant its own presentation to the town. 

 Harriet Shur and Loretta Hoffman have resigned from the STR Subcommittee, 

which brings us to just eight voting members. We suggest that Cheryl Rogers 

might be allowed to vote as a tie-breaker, should that need arise, since Cheryl 

will not have a vote once the proposed regulations come before the Board. 

 The next meeting is scheduled for September 24
th

 at 7PM via Zoom. 

 

Office for the Aging: Joyce Thompson, no meeting to report.  
UPCOMING COUNTY DOH FLU CLINIC SCHEDULE 

 

The Columbia County Health Department has announced a series of upcoming seasonal flu vaccine 

drive-thru clinics for all Columbia County residents two years old and up. 
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Pre-registration is required for the date you wish to be vaccinated - failure to register ahead of time will 

mean you cannot be vaccinated on that date. Each individual must complete a registration form, and 

photo ID is required for each adult. 

 

If you are sick with any symptoms associated with the flu or COVID-19 illness (fever, shortness of 

breath or difficulty breathing, sore throat, chills, new loss of taste or smell or extreme headache), do 

not go to the drive thru clinic. Instead, call your primary care physician or the DOH at 518-828-3358 

for further guidance. 

 

Clinic registration can be completed by visiting the DOH website 

at www.columbiacountynyhealth.com and clicking on the link for the specific clinic you wish to 

attend. Those without internet access are advised to call the registration line at 518-828-3358 ext. 

1310. Leave your name and phone number and a DOH staff member will contact you to complete your 

registration. 

 

The DOH accepts the following insurance plans: Blue Shield of North East New York, CDPHP, 

Fidelis, Medicare Part B, MVP, Medicaid, and United Health Care. Other senior plans may be billed, 

including some Blue Cross Blue Shield plans. If you are uninsured or underinsured, you may be 

eligible for a lower fee or no fee for the flu vaccine. All others are expected to pay a fee of $42 for the 

flu vaccine, with the exact cash amount or checks accepted. Debit or credit cards are not accepted. 

 

The drive-thru clinic schedule is as follows: 

Wednesday, September 23, 9-11 a.m., Roe Jan Library, Route 22, Hillsdale 

Wednesday, September 30, 9-11 a.m., Columbia County Fairgrounds, Chatham 

Saturday, October 3, 9 a.m. - 12 noon, Columbia-Greene Community College upper parking lot, 

Hudson 

Thursday, October 8, 9-11 a.m., Palatine Park, Germantown 

Saturday, October 17, 9-11 a.m., Ichabod Crane Central School, Valatie 

Thursday, October 22, 10 a.m. - 12 noon, New Lebanon Town Hall, New Lebanon 

 

The flu vaccine will also be offered by appointment only at the regularly scheduled immunization 

clinic every Tuesday from 1-3:30 p.m. at the County DOH building at 325 Columbia Street, Hudson. 

An evening immunization clinic is also available on the third Tuesday of each month from 4-6 p.m. 

 

All clinics are by appointment only. The flu vaccine is the best protection we have from the flu and its 

complications, and has become even more critical in the time of COVID-19. Talk to your doctor before 

getting the flu shot if you have ever had a serious allergic reaction to eggs or a previous flu shot, or 

have a history of Guillain-Barre Syndrome. 

 Clerk/Collector: Cheryl Rogers, reports were submitted to the Board. 

Supervisor: Ryan Skoda, report submitted as attached. 

  
 

 

Highway: George Hotaling, report submitted.  

http://www.columbiacountynyhealth.com/
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Advisory Board reports: 

Financial Advisory Committee Report: Board Member Joyce Thompson report 

submitted as follows: 
A general review of the Town of Taghkanic 2020 August Financials shows that revenues in both the 

General and Highway Funds are basically on track. Shortages in State funds for the General Fund 

should be offset by Court revenues that are already at 86%. Going forward there is a significant 

backlog of tickets because of COVID-19 court closings and Supervisor Skoda reported that the County 

reports a significant increase in Mortgage Taxes as well. Regarding Expenditures, the Contractual 

Lines for Courts and Town Hall are low and need to be watched carefully for the coming months. 

Tgazette Newsletter Advisory Committee: Nadja Palenzuela no report submitted. 

Conservation Advisory Committee: Tony LaSalvia no meeting to report:   

Broadband Advisory Committee: Arthur McGuire, no report submitted: 
 Nancy Rutter via zoom: informed the Board that the committee had discussed drafting a fact 

sheet to help the residents of the town find internet services for their children for school and 

the elder for telemedicine. 

 Supervisor Ryan Skoda: great idea. 

 Board all agreed. 

 

Old Business:  
1. County Route 15 Complaint: Supervisor Ryan Skoda: Attorney Howard 

informed me we are on hold until October 1, 2020 because of the Governors 

Executive Order extending the ban on evictions.  CDC’s Moratorium on evictions 

does not affect the town. 

 

2. Highway Facility:  Supervisor Ryan Skoda: Everything is still on hold waiting 

for DEC’s decision on the proposed Soil Management Plan submitted months 

ago. 

 

3. Culvert Inventory: Supervisor Ryan Skoda: Tracy informed me that the culvert 

on Taghkanic Churchtown Road north of County 10 has been abandon; Priority 

#1 is the culvert on Taghkanic Churchtown Road just south of Reservoir Road 

and Priority #2   is the culvert on Taghkanic Churchtown Road just south of Cross 

Street. 

   
4. Census 2020: Reminder to everyone to fill out the 2020 Census!  

 Board Member Joyce Thompson: We have a mobile unit on Saturday, 

26 September from 11-2 outside Town Hall and will put notices out on 

TGazette starting shortly. I hope it will help - in addition to the in-

person visits they are making. 
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5. Training Calendar: Board Member Joyce Thompson reminder of the Virtual 

Training flier from AOT that Cheryl forwarded to all of us, I hope everyone takes 

advantage of the opportunity.  

 

New Business:  

1. November 2020 Calendar: Board Member Joyce Thompson moved to accept 

the November 2020 calendar with additions, seconded by Board Member 

Linda Swartz. 

Approved     5 Aye (Ryan, Elizabeth, Joyce, Kara, Linda) 
  0 Nays  

        0 Absent 

 

2. Custodian Positions: Supervisor Ryan Skoda: our custodian Kobi Buffa has 

gone off to college and his brother Keegan Buffa is will to fill his position.  

Board Member Elizabeth Craig motioned to appoint Keegan Buffa as 

custodian for the Town Hall, seconded by Board Member Linda Swartz. 

Approved     5 Aye (Ryan, Elizabeth, Joyce, Kara, Linda)   

 0 Nays  
   0 Absent 

 

3. Resolution 13-2020 Speed Limit Review Taghkanic/Churchtown Road: 
Board Member Elizabeth Craig motioned to approve Resolution 13-2020 with 

correction, seconded by Board Member Linda Swartz. 

Approved     5 Aye (Ryan, Elizabeth, Joyce, Kara, Linda)   

 0 Nays  
   0 Absent 

 

4. Laptop for ZBA/PB Clerk: Board Member Joyce Thompson motioned to 

purchase a laptop for the ZBA/PB Clerk, seconded by Board Member 

Elizabeth Craig. 

Approved     5 Aye (Ryan, Elizabeth, Joyce, Kara, Linda)   

 0 Nays  
   0 Absent 

 

5. Notice for Alternate for the ZBA: Board Member Joyce Thompson 

motioned to notice for Alternate Member for the ZBA, seconded by Board 

Member Elizabeth Craig. 

Approved     5 Aye (Ryan, Elizabeth, Joyce, Kara, Linda)   

 0 Nays  
   0 Absent 
 

6. County Police Reform Panel: Supervisor Ryan Skoda: update regarding the 

Police Reform Panel. Chairman Murell stated that he would like to cover all 

aspects of the county and have about 30 residents on the panel. The co-chairs 
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of the Committee are William Hughes and Mike Benvenuto and there will be 

a couple of different committees that will culminate with a public hearing for 

additional community input. The Chairman said he would like to hire a 

facilitator which would need a resolution to the Public Safety committee. An 

announcement about the panel will be made soon to the public. 

 Board Member Joyce Thompson: looks forward to monthly updates 

 

The bills were audited and approved for payment as follows: 

 August 25, 2020 Abstract: on a motion by Board Member Linda Swartz, was 

approved for payment, seconded by Board Member Kara Gilmore. 
2020 General Fund Vouchers #    257     -   270 $       3,825.03 

2020 Highway Fund Vouchers      #    133     -           $       5,743.78   

2020 Hwy Project Fund vouchers #              -        $         

Approved     5 Aye (Ryan, Elizabeth, Joyce, Kara, Linda) 
 0 Nays  

    0 Absent 
 September 14, 2020 Abstract: on a motion by Board Member Linda Swartz, was 

approved for payment including voucher #211, seconded by Board Member Kara 

Gilmore. 
2020 General Fund Vouchers  #      271    -      294 $        29,822.50  

2020 Highway Fund Vouchers      #      134    -      145      $          5,147.68   

2020 Hwy Project Fund vouchers #                -        $         

Approved     5 Aye (Ryan, Elizabeth, Joyce, Kara, Linda) 
 0 Nays  

    0 Absent 
 

The following people commented during the fifteen minute public comment:  

 Clerk Rogers: just a reminder the Town Board will be holding a Budget 

Workshop September 28, 2020 at 6:30 pm at the Town Hall. 

 Tony LaSalvia: what is going on is Half Circle Road closed? 

 Supervisor Ryan Skoda: the sign is placed Friday to Sunday to deter partiers. 

 Tony LaSalvia: The Fire Company would like to help the STR committee. 

 

Executive Session: none 

 

With no further business, on a motion by Board Member Linda Swartz, seconded by Board 

Member Kara Craig the meeting was adjourned at 8:47 pm, carried unanimously by all 

members present.  The next Regular meeting will be October 12, 2020 at the Taghkanic 

Town Hall. 
 

Audience:   Anna Kadish Larry Kadish Arthur Griffith                        

 Bill Hilscher   

  

Audience via Zoom:      Nancy Rutter 

      


